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NAS ALAMEDA RESTORATION ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING MIN_

Miller Elementary School
250 Singleton Avenue
Alameda, California

Tuesday, July 5, 1994

ATTENDEES

See attached list.

MEEWING SUMMARY

I, OrganiTational Issues

A. RAB members approved the April, May, and June meeting minutes with the following
revisions.

1. Add the names of Bert Morgan and Michael Torrey to the May 3, 1994
attendance list.

2. Revise the May 3, 1994 meeting minutes to include a summary of John
Raphael's comments regarding the meaningfulness of risk assessment.

B. Future RAB meetings will begin_at 7 p.m. and will be scheduled to end at 9 p.m.

C. The community co-chair suggested circulating RAB member biographies to community
RAB members for the purpose of identifying community RAB members' areas of

expertise, interest, and affiliations. In order to complete this task, a revised
questionnaire will be distributed to each community RAB member, along with his/her
membership applications. RAB members will update their applications if necessary,
complete the questionnaire, and return the items to the community co-chair.

DTSC public participation specialist suggested publishing RAB members' names and
telephone numbers to facilitate community use of members as liaisons. Lt. Petouhoff
suggested a future fact sheet could be used to make this information available. It was
decided the abovementioned questionnaire will ask members' permission to publish
names and phone numbers.

D. The community co-chair reviewed six suggested focus groups:

• Six Early Action Sites Focus Group
• Reuse Tracking Group
• Media Outreach and Public Comment Coordination Group
• Innovative and Conventional Technology Group

• Natural and Cultural Resources Group
• Charter and Organizational Group
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Members were asked to suggest other focus groups at the meeting and via the focus
group response form-distributed to members. Focus groups suggested at the meeting
included a recycling solid waste focus group, and a group to evaluate cleanup criteria
across the base.

Other discussion on focus groups included (1) suggestion of opening focus groups to
the public, (2) concern that focus groups may detract from the RAB's purpose of
overseeing and providing feedback on work conducted and documented by the Navy,
and (3) making final EPA/DoD RAB guidance available to members.

Because of time constraints, the discussion of focus groups was tabled for a future
meeting. However, members interested in participating in the organizational focus
group should contact the community co-chair immediately as this group will be formed
before the next meeting.

E. RAB members were asked to suggest items for future agendas.

• Focus groups

• Policy for sending proxy/alternate to RAB meetings

• Review of recently available ecological assessment semi-volatile organic
compounds data

..... • • Clarification of public comment process, including addressing the concern that
current processes do not allow comment on non-preferred alternatives
(technologies) presented for removal actions at NAS Alameda

• Interim report of the EBCRC Environmental Committee (Bill Smith offered to
present)

• Environmental principles guiding reuse and cleanup planning, by
Environmental Network and EBCRC

• Update of BRAC Cleanup Plan and Washington D.C. response

• Status of contract awards for the early action sites, and explanation of criteria

used in choosing contractors

• Means of making documents available to RAB members tbr review

RAB members should suggest future agenda items to community co-chair at any time.

F. The employee interviews for the environmental baseline survey (EBS) are being
arranged. Anyone interested in participating, or knowing of anyone interested in
participating, should complete forms provided by Sherri Withrow. PuNic Affairs
Office. (Interviewees will speak with a contractor, not a Navy representative: this

should be mentioned to any potential interviewee who is concerned aNmt repris,.'ds on
'+_+ thejob.)



If. Technical lssum: The ecological assessment (EA) rel_)rt is available in the information
..... repository; executive summa_tes were provided to RAB members at a previous meeting.

Comment period ends August 15.

A. June Mire of PRC Environmental Management, Inc., provided background on the
process and results of the EA being conducted at the five sites in operable unit 4. A
booklet of presentation materials was provided, explaining why and how the EA is
being conducted. (Correction: page 21 of the handout lists Si as a contaminant of
concern at the Seaplane Lagoon. This should be AG, silver, not Si.)

B. Open discussion on the technical presentation included the following.

• The Navy should provide a larger sign instructing the public to not eat fish
from the operable unit 4 area.

• The appropriateness of the effects range - median numbers used in the EA

were discussed. It was mentioned that these numbers are compiled from
national studies; therefore, they don't constitute regional data and should be
used with caution. Mire responded that Bay area organizations and regulatory
agencies are attempting to compile regional data. The effects range - median
values are used as a guideline along with professional judgement.

• Bioavailability was evaluated in the EA. A comment was made that

bioavailability changes over time. Mire agreed and said issues like the effects
...... on bioavailability of contaminants need to be considered in remedial decisions.
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• A member commented that the EA is useful in identifying if a problem exists,
but clarified that the EA cannot be used to determine if a site is safe or to set

cleanup criteria. Mire commented that this is an appropriate context for
viewing the EA; the EA is a single part of a very large remedial investigation/
feasibility study.

• The issue was raised of how to best make the EA available to RAB members.

Lt. Petouhoff indicated the EA is available in the information repository (IR),
and an executive summary was distributed to RAB members at a previous
meeting. Saul Bloom considers the use of the IR and executive summaries
insufficient for RAB' members, and believes the Navy should provide a
complete copy of the EA to each RAB member for review. Roberta Hough
suggested making documents available in electronic media. Lt. Petouhoff

indicated the possibility of making documents available in electronic format
will be discussed in the future.

As a short-term solution to the distribution issue, tile Navy will provide copies

of the EA report to RAB members who request it so members can review the
document before the August 15 deadline.

A long-term solution will be a future agenda item.



1Ii. M_c_ilan_ms Items

An additional site tour has been scheduled for July 30, 1994. Those interested in attending
should contact Sherri Withrow, Public Affairs Office, (510) 263-3724.

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

ACTION ITEMS

1. PRC will revise the May 3, 1994 meeting minutes and provide a copy to the Navy for
distribution.

2. Community co-chair will revise the questionnaire and distribute it with community RAB
member applications.

3. Saul Bloom will provide copies of the final EPA/DoD RAB guidance to those who request it.

4. Navy will provide a copy of the EA report to those members who requested it at the meeting:
Saul Bloom, Lyn Stirewalt, Richard King, Roberta Hough, Michael Torrey.
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CONFIDENTIAL RECORD
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PORTIONS OF THIS RECORD ARE CONSIDERED
CONFIDENTIAL AND ARE NOT FOR PUBLIC VIEWING

PRIVATE CITIZENS' HOME PHONE NUMBERS HAVE
BEEN REDACTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRIVACY

ACT

QUESTIONS MAY BE DIRECTED TO:

DIANE C. SILVA
RECORDS MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST

NAVAL FACILITIES ENGINEERING COMMAND
SOUTHWEST

1220 PACIFIC HIGHWAY
SAN DIEGO, CA 92132

TELEPHONE: (619) 532-3676
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kffiliat/Rn

RAB Members (regulatory)

LT Mike Petouhoff NAS BEe/Co-chair

James Ricks EPA

Tom Lanphar DTSC
James Nusrala RWQCB
Ravi Arulanantham RWQCB
Jim Haas CA Fish and Game

_Nembers (aommunity)

Kathy Teller Community Co-Chair

Chris Bacina member
Maurice Ballard member
Ron Basarich member
Saul Bloom member

Ardella Dailoy member
Robez1:a Hough member
_=hard King member

_amela McCallum member

Bert Morgan _ member

Ken O'Donoghue Vice Co-Chair
Kent Rose_blum member

Bill Smith member
Corinne Stefanloh member

Michael Torrey member

Other attendees

Charlie Almestad Golder Assoc. (510)521-0400
Ryan Brooks PRC (415)222-8261

C.A. Callahan U.S. EPA (415)744-2314
Mary Gleason PRC _ (415)222-8261
Kevin Graves RWQCB (510)828-1871
Chein Kao DTSC (510)540-3822

George Kikugawa WESTDIV (415)244-2559
Bruce King NADEP employee (510)523-0209
June Mire PRC (415)222-8261
Tom Oakey Conservation Science (510)814-9469
Ron Owens DTSC (510)540-3941
Emily Pimentel PRC (415)543-4880
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Gary Pimc_ke BRAG (510)865-7766
Kelli Shuter Nontgo=e_Wmtson (510)975-3473
Nell Patrick-Sweeney remident
Laura J. Szuus, D.C. RWQCB (510)B28-1871
Barry Waldman Sierra Club (510}486-1742
Frances Withrow resident (510)769-0495

Dennis Wong WESTDIV (415}244-2526
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